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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 0238 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, SS, MR, MO 

SUBJECT: MOROCCAN FORCES IN MAURITANIA 

REF: DAO RABAT IR6 865 005 77 (NOTAL) 

1 . WE HAVE ALSO HAD REPORT (REFTEL) OF PRESENCE IN MAURITANIA 
OF MOROCCAN FORCE OF FOUR INFANTRY BATTALIONS AND SUPPORTING 
ARTILLERY AND ARMOR OPERATING SINCE JAN 3 WITH MAURITANIAN 
FORCES IN EFFORT OT SWEEP BIR MOGHREIN AREA OF POLISARIO GUERRILLAS. 
OUR REPORT INDICATES, HOWEVER, THE THIS MOROCCAN FORCE IS TO 
RETURN TO MOROCCAN PORTION OF SAHARA AFTER COMPLETION OF OPERATION, 
CONTRARY TO VIEW OF FRENCH AND SPANISH ATTACHES IN NOUAKCHOTT THAT 
MOROCCANS TO BE ASSIGNED PERMANENTLY TO BIR MOGHREIN. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, A SMALLER MOROCCAN CONTINGENT, NUMBERING UNDER 250 
TROOPS, HAS BEEN IN BIR MOGHREIN FOR APPROXIMATELY A YEAR. 
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2. COMMENT: DISPATCH OF OVER 1300 MOROCCAN TROOPS TO NORTHERN 
MAURITANIA REFLECTS SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH GOM VIEWS NEED TO 
TAKE FIRM MEASURES AGAINST CONTINUING POLISARIO PRESSURE ON 
MAURITANIA. OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE HERE LEADS US TO BELIEVE 
THAT THE BIR MOGHREIN OPERATION IS PART OF A LARGER SERIES OF 
ANTI-POLISARIO OPERATIONS IN THE SAHARA AND NORTHERN MAURITANIA. 

WE WOULD EXPECT MOROCCAN TROOPS TO REMAIN IN BIR MOGHREIN LONG 
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ENOUGH TO DEAL WITH THE PRESENT POLISARIO THREAT, BUT QUESTION 
WHETHER SUCH A LARGE FORCE WILL STAY ON IN SPARSELY SETTLED AREA 
INDEFINITELY, AS SUGGESTED BY FRENCH AND SPANISH ATTACHES IN 
NOUAKCHOTT. IT WOULD PRESUMABLY BE MORE EFFICIENT FOR SMALLER, 

MORE MOBILE MOROCCAN UNITS TO FOLLOW UP ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIANS 
ONCE MAIN SWEEP COMPLETED. 

ANDERSON 
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